Literature Searches

Library’s Web Site, Psychology Resources: http://www.lib.clemson.edu/research/subjects/psychology/psychologyarttopic.htm
> Click “PsycINFO”

Tips & Tricks

· Add an “*” to the end of a root word to get all results with different forms of the word. For example, typing “ruminat*” will get you search results for “rumination”, “ruminate”, “ruminating”, “ruminated”, etc. 

· If you find one good journal article, you can look at the sources that article cites and look up those references for more similar articles.

· If you know the name of the journal an article was published in, you can enter that into your search terms (just add “JN” with the search terms is my favorite shortcut) and that limits results for well-published authors. This might be helpful when you find an article you want to look at it in the references section of another paper.

· You can use the ISI Web of Knowledge to find papers/articles that cite articles you’ve already found (sort of like looking at the references in a paper to find more like it). To get to this resource, go to http://www.lib.clemson.edu/research/subjects/psychology/psychologyarticles.htm and then click the link that says “Look for articles that cite a paper you’ve already found” and then click on the “cited reference search” and type in the names of authors or the title of an article. 

· You can find more results by looking in multiple databases simultaneously. To do this, you simply click “choose databases” above the search terms boxes and pick other databases. To find studies that use college students, you can look at the education journals – ERIC and Education Research Complete (ERC). Also good is “SocIndex” for sociology/psychology articles.

· To find measures, the best places to look are in theses and dissertations. To search these, you click “Dissertations & Theses Full-Text” instead of PsycINFO from the main page (http://www.lib.clemson.edu/research/subjects/psychology/psychologyarttopic.htm). Usually, the content of the measures will be at the end of the dissertation/thesis in the appendices and from there, you will almost always have to re-type the whole measure from that. 

· To limit search results to scholarly texts and journal articles, select “peer reviewed journals” under “publication type”. 

· You can search for multiple requirements at the same time to narrow your results, such as putting in the name of the journal and one author or two different keywords. 

Parts of a Journal Article 

(For information about how to write each of these sections, as well as information about APA style, go to http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/hypertext/apa/parts/intro.html.)

· Introduction (includes lit review and hypotheses)
· Method

· Participants

· Measures

· Procedure

· Results

· Discussion

· References

· Appendixes

· Footnotes/endnotes, tables, figures, and headings (from first to last)

